

SECULAR FRANCISCANS NAME ILLINOIS FAMILY
AS 'FAMILY OF YEAR' FOR WORK WITH POOR

Dec. 4, 2003 -- The Marion and Maurice Umbdenstock family from Bartlett, IL has been named 2003 Family of the Year by the Secular Franciscan Order in the United States.

"Marion and Maurice have six children who, from their example, learned at an early age the importance and the pleasure of helping the poor," noted Jaime Bernardo, SFO, co-chair of the Order's National Family Commission. "The children were always included in their ministries."

The Umbdenstocks are Secular Franciscans themselves, whose Chicago area ministries have ranged from working with inner city children to volunteering at and raising money and supplies for homeless shelters.

Bernardo, his wife and co-chair Sonia Bernardo, SFO, and past National Minister William Wicks, SFO, presented the award to the Umbdenstocks on Nov. 16, immediately after a regional mass celebrating the feast of Mother Cabrini at the Motherhouse of the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart in Frankfurt, IL.

Marion and Maurice belong to the St. Bernardine of Siena Fraternity in Wayne, IL., which is part of the Mother Cabrini Region.

"Through faithful service to inner-city kids in Chicago, to the half-way house for ex-convicts, to the shelters for the homeless and to the Franciscan Outreach soup kitchens, this family has made a difference in the lives they have touched," Jaime Bernardo said.
In addition to volunteering, he said, "they held many fundraisers in their home to raise money for needed supplies and collect clothing for the homeless."

Noted Sonia Bernardo: "Marion, an avid and talented quilter, formed a group called the 'Pieceful Quilters'. She taught others how to quilt and was able to raise $1,500 from the quilts they made last year, which they donated to various charities serving the poor."

She added that because of "God's radiance dwelling in their hearts, people and situations surrounding them have changed for the better." She said their actions confirm the Gospel message, "You are the light of the world and your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father."

The Umbdenstocks were nominated for the award by their Fraternity Minister, Kris Openshaw, SFO, and by Regional Minister Patrick Mendes, SFO.
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