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we discern what is ours to do? We begin with prayer, 
asking Christ to teach us what is ours to do and the grace 
of the Holy Spirit to carry it through, remembering in all 
that we do to give honor and glory to the Father.  We 
look to the various components of the charism that are 
mentioned in our Rule and pray for the wisdom and 
insight to act upon them, not by particular tasks we think 
need to be performed, but by opening ourselves to the 
possibilities God has placed in our lives.  Often times as 
we walk out the door in the mornings, we go with a set 
agenda.  If we are so tied to the agenda, it becomes the 
driving force for our day rather than the 
opportunities God places before us. 
 
Besides being aware of this foundational point of our 
Franciscan charism, how else might we celebrate? For 
those of you who have already adopted a way of 
celebrating the charism this coming year, kudos to you.  
To those fraternities that are still seeking ways, the 
National Formation Commission offers these monthly 
topics for your consideration: 
January – Gospel living as our way of life 
February – Trinity and the love of God that sustains us 
March – Conversion and the penitential life 
April – Eucharist and our connectedness to the Church 
May – Mary as our Mother and model 
June – Prayer as the soul of all we are and do 
July – Fraternity as our gifted place of growth 
August – Love as total giving to the other  
September – Creation as God’s gift to us  
October – Peace and Joy as hallmarks of our interior life 
November – Simplicity in this world of consumerism  
December – Humility and Poverty in imitation of Jesus, 
our way to the Father 
 
Choose readings or other focusing activities that are 
compatible with the given topic from the writings of 
Francis or from one of his biographies. Set up a small 
ritual service to take place at the beginning of your 
gathering.  For example, in January when commemo-
rating Gospel life, enthrone the Gospels in a prominent 
place throughout your meeting.  Choose a way to rever-
ence the Scriptures.  For April, when you focus on the 
Eucharist and our connectedness to the Church, you 
might want to participate in a Holy Hour.  Afford every-
one in the fraternity an opportunity to participate in the 
planning.  Keep in mind that the goal of this celebration 
is to share with each other how the particular aspects of 
the charism are lived out in the lives of the brothers and 
sisters. 
 
In a different venue, we also offer petitions to be added 
to your Morning and Evening Prayer:  
 

Sunday - Creation:  
MP:  Recognizing Christ as the New Morn, we ask that 
we become more aware of God’s presence this day 
through the wonder of creation, we pray to the Lord 
EP:  As we give thanks for this day, we ask the grace of 
caring for all of God’s creation by using the goods of 
this world responsibly and wisely, we pray to the Lord…  
Monday - Fraternity:   
MP:  Grateful for all fraternities throughout the SFO 
world, we ask that they truly be those privileged places 
where we may meet God in each of our sisters and 
brothers, we pray… 
EP:   In thanksgiving for this day spent in the love of the 
Lord, we ask the grace to continue to labor to make our 
fraternities places of prayer and compassion, we pray to 
the Lord… 
Tuesday - Peace: 
MP:  For all persons of good will, that they feel peace, 
think peace, and do peace, in order to be true instruments 
of God’s peace to our world, we pray to the Lord…  
EP:  As we continue to grow in peace and love, may we 
be transformed into messengers of God’s peace, we pray 
to the Lord…  
Wednesday - Poverty and Joy: 
MP: For Secular Franciscans, that as we delight in God’s 
gracious goodness to us, we might share holy joy with 
God’s world, we pray to the Lord …. 
EP:  Called to follow the Son unreservedly, we ask for 
the ability to turn from the allurements of this world in 
order to turn ourselves toward God, we pray to the 
Lord…  
Thursday - Prayer Mission to Church and World: 
MP:  As we were baptized into the Church and joined 
more fully to her by our profession, may we be faithful 
witnesses to her mission in the world, we pray to the 
Lord… 
EP   Francis called the world his cloister; may we who 
chose to follow his “new key” of Gospel living 
consecrate the world to our heavenly Father through our 
presence in it, we pray to the Lord . . .  
Friday - Life of Penance and Gospel Living:  
MP   Called to live a penitential life, we ask the wisdom 
to understanding that this call to penitence is itself a gift, 
we pray to the Lord . . .  
EP   Jesus set forth the Gospel as our way to follow the 
Father’s will in our life; grant us the grace to be true to 
this path, we pray to the Lord… 
Saturday - Mary and her Son: 
MP:   Francis embraced Mary as our protectress and 
advocate of the Franciscan family; may we follow her 
example of living completely in the will of the Father, 
we pray to the Lord…   

 



 
 

Celebrating the Franciscan Charism 
 

 
EP:  Jesus came among us to share the love of the 
Trinity with us; may we always be witnesses of his 
love to all we meet, we pray to the Lord…    
 
In whatever way you choose to celebrate, remember 
that we are all called to be members of this one 
Franciscan family.  I appreciate this description of 
family that a friend once shared with me.   Family are 
those persons who share your hopes and dreams; 
rarely do members of the same family grow up under 
the same roof. 
 

May we all, members of the First, Second and Third 
Orders relish the hopes and dreams of our father 
Francis and bring them to fulfillment in our lives. 
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