Letter from the Minister General
On the Fifth Anniversary of Laudato Si’
Rome, January 14, 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This coming 24 May will mark the 5th anniversary of
Pope Francis’ Encyclical, “Laudato Si’”. In it the Holy
Father, moved by the concern generated by “the cracks
in the planet that we inhabit as well as… the
profoundly human causes of environmental
degradation” (LS 163), expressed his desire for the
opening of a dialogue among all the inhabitants of our
planet with a goal of setting in motion global action
for the good of our common home.
The publication of this Encyclical was enthusiastically
hailed by the whole global scientific community, so
much so that at COP 21, the world climate conference
held in Paris in December of that same year, which
produced the Paris Climate Accord, the Encyclical
served as a constant reference point, to the degree that
it was referred to as the “ Magna Carta” on the
environment.
The spirituality at the base of this Encyclical is
profoundly Franciscan and, at its presentation,
the Conference of the Franciscan Family (CFF),

composed of the Ministers of the OFM, OFM
Conv, OFM Cap, TOR, OFS and the President of the
IFC/TOR, thought it important to highlight
its significance, inviting the Franciscan universities
throughout the world to organize university courses on
this document and not let it “sleep” on some library
shelf. In this regard, the CFF charged
the Interfranciscan Commission for Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation (more commonly known
as Romans 6), to which the OFS belongs, to prepare a
Study Guide.
This guide was published on the occasion of the first
anniversary of the publication of the Encyclical on the
Commission’s website. We think it is opportune to call
it to your attention once again, attaching it to this
circular letter so that at the local level the fraternities
can reread and study the document so that what is
contained in it can become the source of concrete
action on behalf of our common home.
With a fraternal embrace,
Tibor Kauser, OFS
Minister General

Laudato Si Study Guide
Prepared by the Interfranciscan Commission for Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation
h"p://www.ciofs.org/portal/images/Presence_In_The_World/PDF/Laudato-Si-Study-Guide.pdf
Pope Francis invites us to celebrate Laudato Sì Week
Vatican-sponsored initiative unites the faithful in ambitious action for Creation
To celebrate the fifth anniversary of Laudato Sì, Pope Francis invites us to participate in Laudato Sì Week, from
16 to 24 May. This video invitation can be viewed here: https://laudatosiweek.org/

6 Ecumenical-Interfaith Video Conference 6
The OFS Ecumenical-Interfaith Committee invites interested Secular Franciscans to participate in a video
conference to learn more about ecumenism and interfaith relations, and to hear how building relationships
with people of different denominations and faiths can help to build the Kingdom of God.

Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020

Time: 6:00-7:30 pm CDT

Link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/942076501
Phone: +1 (571) 317-3122, Access code: 942-076-501

Facilitators / Topics

✤

Mike Carsten, OFS: Introduction to the Ecumenical-Interfaith Committee and the Catholic Association
of Diocesan Ecumenical and Interreligious Officers (CADEIO)

✤

Kent Ferris, OFS: Ecumenical/Interfaith experience and Catholic responsibility outlined in Nostra aetate

✤

Donna Hollis, OFS: Ecumenical/Interfaith experience in Las Cruces / El Paso

✤

Kelly Moltzen, OFS: Opportunities that Ecumenical-Interfaith Engagement provides

✤

Open discussion and sharing
For further information, contact: Kelly Moltzen,OFS kellym41122@yahoo.com

