
THE GIFT OF TAU–USA
A Testimonial by Thomas McNamara, OFS 

It is 7pm Sunday evening. A few hours ago, we 
got home from our first fraternity meeting after 
being on hiatus for about half a year. Currently, 
our fraternity is awaiting visitation from our 
Region. At that visit, our Regional leadership will 
determine whether we have successfully 
regrouped after experiencing the most difficult 
challenge to our fraternity since its formation. 
While there have been several challenges over our 
century of fraternity life, what we experienced a 
few years ago was truly unique, difficul,t and 
formative. It has been a time of much prayer, 
discernment, mutuality, and work. We have a new 
council who have individually and as a team 
responded well and helped us in more ways than 
anyone can list. 

In our difficulties, we lost about two-thirds of our 
active membership. Many of our Inquirers 
decided to look elsewhere for their needs. Back 
then, no one seemed at all certain whether we had 
a future as a fraternity. We seemed to be “catching 
it” from every direction. 

But we kept moving forward, driven by 
something none of us could see but all of us could 
feel—a sense of purpose that eludes description 
and a sense of positive learning and growth. 
Maybe this is the spirit of fraternity. Maybe we 
found we truly care for each other. 

At today’s meeting, we were joined by nearly a 
dozen newcomers sharing our prayers , 
instructions and formation. By the end of our 

fraternity meeting, we were mixing very well, 
sharing a spirit of community, and demonstrating 
how, with enough motivation, strangers can 
always find things to talk about. It was a very 
wonderful feeling. 

What I am most thankful for, however, is the most 
recent issue of TAU-USA. We received our copies 
just as we were finalizing plans for our 
“comeback meeting.” We chose to use the 
“Fraternity Life” article, which included a letter 
from Pope Francis, as our focus for our gathering. 
As we discussed his article, he seemed to be 
saying exactly what we needed to hear and talk 
about. We went through half of the reflection 
questions today and will finish the second half at 
our next fraternity meeting. We talked about how 
our vocation to fraternity is a gift. We recalled the 
Gospel where we hear about the Master giving 
each of us a gold coin... and expecting us to use it 
well. Fraternity is that kind of gift.   

Our discussions were just what we needed, a 
blend of hearing each other's perspectives and of 
building a common idea about what Pope Francis 
taught about fraternity life. The TAU-USA 
couldn't have come at a better time. We went 
home with renewed hope and real gratefulness. 

TAU-USA is a physical expression of our 
combined blessings of vocation, fraternity, and 
conversion. I am very thankful for this wonderful 
tool from our National Fraternity. Please keep 
publishing TAU-USA—it works!
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Pysanky 
писанка (Ukrainian)

Pysanky, Ukrainian Easter eggs, are decorated using a wax-resist (batik) technique. The word comes 
from the verb pysaty, "to write”, meaning that the designs are not painted on the eggs, but written 
with beeswax. The intricate motif of each egg, as well as the colors, each have special symbolic 
meaning. During the Easter Season the decorated eggs are lovingly given to family members and 
friends as a symbolic gift of life, and for Christians, a symbol of Easter and the Resurrection. These 
beautiful eggs are just one example of Ukraine’s rich cultural heritage, and are a reminder that our 
Ukrainian brothers and sisters are in need of our prayers and support during their life struggle to 
maintain their national sovereignty.
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Flocks of birds, in 
medieval times,  

symbolized crowds of 
common people,   
St. Francis did  

preach to the birds,  
but more importantly,  
he gave the common 
people the message  
that they were  

"Buona gente,"  
good people loved by God.   

His message for them and for us  
is to believe in our own self-worth 
and to face life with courage and hope.  

HOPE
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PRAISE BE TO YOU:  
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

5th Anniversary of  Laudato Si´
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The rule and life of the Secular Franciscan is this: to 
observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following 
the example of Saint Francis of Assisi who made Christ 
the inspiration and center of his life with God and people. 

Article 4 - The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order
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Fr. Lester Bach, OFM Cap. (1931-2020) 
Thank you for teaching us to  

“Journey Together in Love and Compassion”
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PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRIS LIGHT

St. Clare of Assisi statue, Suore Francescane Dell’Atonement, St. Anthony's Convent, Assisi, Italy

AU–USA
A PUBLICATION OF THE 

NATIONAL FRATERNITY OF 
THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN 

ORDER

Winter 2019  Issue 99

JOURNEY TOGETHER 

IN LOVE AND COMPASSION
. . . follow Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis of Assisi. In various ways and forms but 

in life-giving union with each other, they intend to make present the charism of their 
common Seraphic Father in the life and mission of the Church. 

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order 1:1

Legend of St Francis: 7. Confirmation of the Rule  
Original Painting by Giotto - Quilt by Cindy Wesley, OFS
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Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 
so that we may discover anew that all are important and all are necessary, 

different faces of the one humanity that God so loves. Amen. 
Pope Francis October 2020.

LIVE A LIFE 
WORTHY OF 
YOUR CALL 

Secular Franciscan Order - USA
National Theme - 2021 

Chapel window at the San Damiano Retreat, Danville, CA




