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Most High, all power-full, good Lord, Yours are the
praises, the glory, and the honor and all blessing.
To You alone, Most High, do they belong and no human
is worthy to mention Your name.
. . . Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister
Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who
produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs.
—The Canticle of Creatures
Dear brothers and sisters in St. Francis,
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I am so blessed to have windows in my home office that grant me
a magnificent view of nature. God has provided nature for us for many
reasons. There is a wonderful and mysterious power in nature to free
us from the crowds, from the noise and stresses of life; and refreshes
our souls with a calming, joy and peace.
What happens when we seek out solitude and silence and just
meander with nature for a while instead of working to make things
happen? What happens when we forget clocks and schedules, and
make time to watch a brilliant sunrise; or smell the flowers and trees
that abound all around; or listen to the birds in the air, and the
creatures on the land? Reading the Canticle of Creatures while
immersed such beauty leads me to even greater intimacy and perhaps
understanding of how St. Francis felt while writing this great Canticle.
The resulting effect can be described as just an overall feeling of
refreshment, like cool water in a desert. I feel inspired and uplifted.
I feel closer to God and want to pray more. The biggest obstacle
to prayer is the lack of time excuse. Slowing down has become almost
impossible today. But after spending some time doing nothing but
immersing myself in the beauty of nature, I find that somehow, that
excuse has lost all meaning; that time is not something I have,
but something I make, like a spider spinning her web.
Nature teaches us how to listen to God. If we listened, perhaps we
could avoid most of our flaws. If nature can help a few of us— even a
little way— attain that goal, why not try it?
With thanks and blessings,

Anna
FOR TABLE OF CONTENTS — SEE PAGE 21

T HE M INISTER’S M ESSAGE

Beloved Brothers and Sisters of Penance,
In my last article, I listed and elaborated the four
marks of a Franciscan Gathering: “Prayer, Formation,
Fraternal Sharing and Necessary Business, and in this
order!” (TAU-USA Winter 2010, Issue 69). In this article,
please permit me to go back to the primary focus
and expand forward to the four marks of a vibrant
Secular Franciscan Fraternity at the Local, Regional,
National or International Level.
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Not to be legalistic, but the last words of the last
Canon of the Code of Canon Law offer the primary
focus of a vibrant Secular Franciscan Fraternity. Those
last words read:
“the salvation of souls, which must always be
the supreme law in the Church, is to be
kept before one’s eyes.”
Canon 1752, Code of Canon Law
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/P70.HTM
Thus, we should first pray at every
fraternity gathering because the primary focus
or reason for the existence of a fraternity is “the
salvation of souls,” where we are working with
the great grace of God to achieve our individual
salvation AND, at the same time, the salvation
of our families, our fraternity, our friends,
indeed, all souls.
We pray first because spirituality is the
First mark of a vibrant fraternity. When I come
to visit a fraternity, when I look at my own Local,
Regional or National fraternity, I look first at its spiritual
life. If we are not about salvation, we are wasting our
time. If the Spirit is not alive and well in a fraternity,
then no amount of efficient bookkeeping, bubbling
agendas or dynamic speakers, however important and
stimulating, will bring that life back.
Formation is our Second mark, both in individual
meetings and in the fraternity as a whole. Of course,
the grace of God can save souls not well-formed, but a
well-formed mind and heart humble and open to
that grace make the Spirit’s work a lot easier!

Our fraternities need to pray for, work and focus
on, true Secular Franciscan formation. We need to be
attracting new people, forming them, forming
ourselves.
This formation is a threefold process of
information to effect formation in a process of
continual transformation. We take pertinent
information from the Gospels, from Holy Mother
Church, from the lives of Francis and Clare and all the
Franciscan saints, from our own SFO Rule and General
Constitutions, to structure and effect formation. With
the grace of God, this formation, if effective, achieves
“that radical interior change which the gospel itself
calls ‘conversion.’ Human frailty makes it necessary
that this conversion be carried out daily” (SFO Rule 7).
Formation must deepen and expand our
understanding of our Catholic faith, our vocation
within fraternity, our Franciscan charism and,
finally, our Gospel witnessing out in the world.
With the love and mercy of God, the example of
Jesus Christ and the working of the Holy Spirit,
the fruits of this Trinitarian process of
information, formation and transformation
should yield better Catholics, Franciscans,
workers, spouses, parents, citizens; in short,
better people. Thus, formation must lead to the
salvation of souls.
Third, we are called to fraternal sharing, to social
time together, because we are called to be family, the
Third mark of every vibrant Secular Franciscan
Fraternity. With our Baptisms, we are already sisters
and brothers of the same “Our Father.”
Our Professions summon us into fraternity, into a
spiritual family. One Secular Franciscan is never
enough; there must be at least five of us to canonically
establish a fraternity. Our individual holiness must be
built by service to that fraternity, service to our brothers
and sisters in need, starting with “not turning your back
on your own” (Isaiah, 58:7).
(Continued on page 3)

T HE M INISTER ’ S M ESSAGE is also available in the languages of

(Continued from page 2)

Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese and Polish.
These translations may be found online at our NAFRA website:
http://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/tau_newarticles.html#lbf

We cannot serve our brothers and sisters in need
if we do not know what those needs are.
We cannot know those needs if we do not know
who our brothers and sisters are.
We cannot know who our brothers and sisters are
without true Secular Franciscan fellowship, spending
time with one another, sharing with one another,
breaking bread with one another, praying with one
another. Salvation for all is salvation for each of us
individually.
Fourth and finally, a fraternity must witness
to Christ and to the Gospels. We are to be a
“community of love” (SFO Rule 22) to all in the world.
As Blessed Pope John Paul II told us directly at the
Xth General Chapter in 2002,
“The church expects from you, Secular
Franciscans, a courageous and consistent
testimony of Christian and Franciscan life,
leaning towards the construction of a more
fraternal and gospel world for the realization
of the Kingdom of God”.
http://www.ciofs.org/per/2005 lca5en14.htm#b
This witnessing may well involve some form of
sacrifice or suffering because in its original meaning,
a “martyr” was a “witness.” We witness to save the
world and save ourselves; again, this is our
fraternity’s primary “business,” but the witnessing
itself may take many forms.
Some fraternities have apostolates – courageous
initiatives — as the National Fraternity has taken with
Catholic Relief Services.
Your Fraternity may adopt a family through
the Franciscan Family Apostolate, run by a
Secular Franciscan — http://www.openhearts.org

You may adopt a missionary through the
Franciscan Mission Service —
http://franciscanmissionservice.org/default.aspx
If you are concerned with national issues,
you might contact the Franciscan Action Network —
http://www.franciscanaction.org
If you want to work with international issues,
you might contact Franciscans International —
http://www.franciscansinternational.org

You may get involved though your parish
outreach or a local soup kitchen, hospital or detention
center.
These and so many other apostolates are great
as long as the fraternity realizes that the apostolate
exists to build up the fraternity, not the fraternity to
build up the apostolate. Nor it is necessary that every
fraternity have an external apostolate.
Witnessing may work best in our caring for our
own — not losing anyone who can no longer attend
meetings or even those who have fallen away, but still
seek help, still seek conversion.
Spirituality, Formation, Family and Witnessing
all for the sake of “the salvation of souls” offer us
the Primary Focus and Four Marks of a vibrant
Secular Franciscan Fraternity.
May God give us the grace, the Living Presence
of Christ and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit when we
gather to worship, to form, to share, to witness in
Christ’s Name, always striving to keep our fraternities
and our souls alive and focused on salvation.

We pray and live in the Peace and Love
of our Risen Savior.

Tom
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FRANCISCAN FOCUS

On April 16, 2011, with the Evening
Prayer of Palm Sunday, the 8 TH C ENTENARY OF
THE C ONSECRATION OF S T . C LARE along with the
Founding of the Order of Poor Clares were
both inaugurated in Assisi, Italy. It began
with a celebrative act at the Cathedral of
St. Rufino, the site where 800 years ago, the
Bishop of Assisi handed a palm to the virgin
Clare on Palm Sunday. Right on that same
square of the Cathedral stood her house.
The following day, on Holy Monday, St. Clare,
the Little Plant of St. Francis fled to the
hermitage of St. Mary of the Angels in order
to be consecrated to the Lord through
Brother Francis.
At the request of the Minister General OFM,
Br. José Rodríguez Carballo, OFM, the Apostolic Penitentiary, has granted a plenary indulgence for the
entire centenary year (April 16, 2011—August 11, 2012), while observing the usual conditions established
by the Church, the indulgence may be gained whenever we visit a Poor Clare Monastery either on a
pilgrimage or out of devotion.
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T HE T OMB OF S T F RANCIS OF A SSISI
was reopened to the public on April 9, 2011,
thanks to the work of Sergio Fusetti, after a
restoration cleaned away decades of candle smoke
soot and ash and allowed the original pink stone to
shine through again. For two months expert metal
polishers and stone restorers labored to renovate
the tomb. A new lighting system was also installed.
It was the first restoration of the crypt since its
most recent restyling took place in 1930. Massive
work was done to repair the Cimabue and Giotto
frescoes in the basilica upstairs that were
destroyed in the 1997 earthquake. The tomb itself,
located in the crypt underneath the lower church of
Assisi’s famed fresco-filled basilica, dates from
1230, four years after St. Francis died.
The president of the Italian Bishops’
Conference, Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, presided at
the re-opening of the crypt where he showed off the
results. Culture undersecretary Francesco Maria
Giro said it was a “light” restoration that was
nevertheless symbolic, removing the black and
restoring the pink, which he said denoted
the love and tenderness for which St. Francis is
known. “The preparation and expectations for
Pope Benedict XVI’s upcoming visit was the
motivator for restoring “the original splendor of this
place, which is the center and heart of Assisi and of
Franciscans all over the world.”

Pope Benedict XVI is expected to visit Assisi on
October 27, 2011 for a day of prayer for peace with
other religious leaders. The visit will commemorate
the 25th anniversary of a day of prayer for peace in
Assisi that was presided over by Pope John Paul II
on October 27, 1986.
VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE OPENED
Officials at the shrine of St. Francis of Assisi
have also installed two video cameras in the crypt
of the basilica so Catholics worldwide can make a
“virtual pilgrimage” to the saint's tomb.
The installation of the cameras, which can
be accessed at w w w . s a n f r a n c e s c o . o r g
Devotees can also send their prayer
requests to
latuapreghiera@sanfrancesco.org

FRANCISCAN FOCUS

OF THE

NAFRA S TATUTES
A RTICLE 18, L OCAL F RATERNITY
A F F I L I A T ES
13. Affiliation with a local fraternity

MEMBERS FROM THE SFO AND TSSF
C OLLABORATE TO D EVELOP
ONLINE CAMPUS
On Easter 2011, members from the SFO
and TSSF launched the first course in a
collaborative effort to establish an online
campus. The campus has been named
“Canticle Campus” and can be visited at:
http://www.canticlecampus.org
As the mission statement of the
collaborative effort illustrates,
“Canticle Campus” is a joint effort
within the Franciscan family, both Catholic and
Protestant, to establish a central location of
education and dialog. We will build a non-profit
collaboration of members of Franciscan Order
and Franciscan-hearted people.

a. Those who, without belonging to the SFO,
wish to participate in its life and activities (see GC
Art. 53.5 and 103.1) according to Franciscan
principles and teachings, may be welcomed by the
local fraternity, so as to make their communion
living and effective. Individuals wishing to become
affiliates should make their desire known by a
written request to the local fraternity council, which
makes a decision regarding the request.
b. These affiliate brothers and sisters will have
no juridical bond with the Secular Franciscan Order
and are, therefore persons welcomed to love and be
loved “as a gift of the Lord and an image of
Christ” (SFO Rule Art. 13).
They may share the experiences and activities
of the fraternity, without the right to vote.
c. In order that the identity of the fraternity not
be altered, the number of affiliates may not exceed
40% of the number of active professed members of
a fraternity.
d. Regional councils have the right to establish
their own guidelines for the acceptance of affiliates.

Our goal is to establish a college where knowledge, understanding and dialog in civility, tolerance and
religious freedom (in the spirit of Francis and Clare of Assisi) are primary.
The idea for a Canticle Campus began at the “Ours to Do” Franciscan Action Network workshop in
Colorado Springs. Francesca Wigle, TSSF; and Chris Hickman, SFO; decided to explore ideas that would
allow the TSSF and SFO to work together.
With the initial working agreement completed; the TSSF and SFO each will provide their own
individual operating committees. The two independent committees will maintain administration and
preliminary approval of courses submitted to them for campus use. Final approval of all courses and
website material will be given jointly from Francesca Wigle, TSSF and Chris Hickman, SFO.
Classes for the first Canticle Campus course, “Care for Creation” was officially begun April 24Easter Sunday 2011 with a full house; it is now closed for added course registrants.
Meanwhile, if you have an interest in being a part of this collaborative effort contact
Francesca or Chris at a d m i n @ c a n t i c l e c a m p u s . o r g
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FRANCISCAN FOCUS

by

W ILLIAM W ICKS , SFO
N ATIONAL SFO H ISTORIAN

On the 8th of January, 2011, I was
honored to be a part of an unprecedented event
in United States Franciscan history. At the annual meeting of
the American Catholic Historical Society, in Boston, Massachusetts, the
Academy of American Franciscan History sponsored a panel on the history of
the Franciscans in the United States since 1840.
For the first time ever,
to the knowledge of the historians
present, the presentation was
made from the points of view of
five different elements of the
Franciscan family.
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Timothy Kulbicki, OFM Conv., the
Dean at St. Mary Seminary and University
in Baltimore presented a paper on the
history of the Conventual Franciscans in
the United States.
Patrick McSherry, OFM Cap., the archivist
of St. Joseph Province of the Order of Friars Minor
Capuchin, shared the story of the Capuchins, while
Jack Clark Robinson, OFM, Historian,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province, gave a brief
history of the Order of Friars Minor.
Margaret Guider, OSF, a professor at
Boston College, as well as a member of the
leadership team of the Joliet Franciscan sisters,
presented an overview of all of the different
communities of the Third Order Regular in the
United States.
William Wicks, SFO, national SFO Historian
and former national minister of the Secular
Franciscan Order, added an account of the history
of the Secular Franciscans in this country.
Joseph Chinnici, OFM, of the Franciscan
School of Theology and a former president of
the American Catholic Historical Association,
commented that the panel looks to be the start of a
much larger project, to speak of the history
of the more than 39,000 members of the
Franciscan family represented by the members of
the panel. He voiced a concern that, as we continue
to write the history of the Franciscans in the United
States that we do so, not only for Franciscans, but
for a broader audience.

Patrick McSherry, OFM Cap; Timothy Kulbicki, OFM Conv;
Margaret Guider, OSF; Jack Clark Robinson, OFM;
Joseph Chinnici, OFM; Jeffrey Burns, and William Wicks, SFO.

The writing of United States Franciscan history
must be incorporated into the larger story of
American history, the larger story of Church
history and the larger story of Franciscan history
in general.
The story must also include such elements of
the laity as Catholic Action and the social mission
furthered by the Franciscans, such as the
example of the work of the Secular Franciscans
for civil rights in the 1950’s and 1960’s.
Finally, Franciscan history in the United States is
a history of prayer, the prayer of ordinary
Catholics inspired by the Franciscan charism,
thus it will be appropriately both an
“Incarnational” history and one written from
those often on the “margins” as it comes to
power within the Church.
The Academy of American Franciscan History
will soon undertake the production of a series of
books on the history of Franciscans in the
United States since 1840.
Joseph Chinnici, OFM, Angelyn Dries, OSF, who
is a professor of historical theology, Jeffrey
Burns, PhD, the director of the Academy and Jack
Clark Robinson, OFM will be the principle editors
of the series.

YOUTH
by E L A I N E H E D T K E , S F O
I NTERIM C HAIR
FYYA
(Franciscan Youth and Young Adults)

WORLD YOUTH DAY Looms Large as we prepare to
participate in this exciting event scheduled from 11—21
August 2011 in Madrid, Spain! Days in the Diocese (11-14);
Pilgrims arrive (15); Opening Mass (16); Catechesis
sessions ending with Youth Festival events in the evening,
including Stations of the Cross re-enactment on Friday
night (17-19); Pilgrimage across Madrid for Evening Vigil
with the Pope and a sleep out ‘under the stars’ (20); and
finally, Mass celebrated by the Pope and a bit more Youth
festival events (21). Wow! What a week and an half.
For our part, we are sponsoring two young adults
who will be attending along with the group gathered by
Fr. Kevin Queally, TOR (our very own CNSA TOR National
Spiritual Ass’t) from his university (Alvernia in Reading, PA).
We will also be assisting in the financial support for three teens (Mia, 16; Christo and
Luca, 14) who will be traveling with our International Councilor, Anne Mulqueen, SFO.
I’m sure that this will be an experience of a lifetime for these young people. I ask that you
keep them and all who will be participating in the wonderful event in your prayers as they
prepare for, travel to, and participate in this 12 International World Youth Day .
I would also like to bring to your attention (Particularly for those of you in or around
Kennebunk, Maine) that Donna Potter, SFO is again coordinating the celebration of an
annual Franciscan Day in September. I encourage any and all of those of you who might be
able to attend to make the effort. International visitors from Lithuania will be attending and
it will be a great opportunity to truly celebrate “A Franciscan Family Reunion!” If you are
interested you may contact Donna directly at donnasfo@comcast.net or 603-692-4646.
And, finally,
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JPIC

NEWS

AND

NOTES

JUSTICE, P EACE AND I NTEGRITY OF C REATION
K ENT F ERRIS, SFO— JPIC CHAIR
kentferris45@yahoo.com

The JPIC Committee has met monthly in February and March by way
of conference calls. Committee members are:
SANDRA THOMPSON—St. Elizabeth Hungary Regional Fraternity;
JIM HANNA—Holy Trinity Regional Fraternity; JON STRICKLAND—Brothers &
Sisters of St. Francis Regional Fraternity; ROGER YOCKEY—Troubadours of
Peace Regional Fraternity; LARRY VAVRO—Maximilian Kolbe Regional Fraternity, CHERRYLE FRUGE—
St. Joan of Arc Regional Fraternity; FATHER KEVIN QUEALLY TOR, Spiritual Assistant; KENT FERRIS—
JPIC Chair and Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity.
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F AN A C T I O N C O M M I S S I O N E R S .
In addition to the JPIC Committee, there are
brother and sister Secular Franciscans who serve as
Franciscan Action Commissioners. They are:
S TEFANIE S ORMANE , R OSEMARIE L E C LERQ ,
KEN BEATTIE, CLARE HOAGLAND, DAN MULHOLLAND,
ROGER YOCKEY AND KENT FERRIS. Conversations with
FAN (The Franciscan Action Network) continue in
order to
“…deepen SFO awareness of FAN as
their instrument for JPIC collaboration with
other branches of the Franciscan Family in
the U.S.”
Patrick Carolan and Christy Elliott from FAN
have been very enthusiastic in this effort. Several of
the commissioners were able to attend the
Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington D.C.
where the political issues of the day were discussed
followed by visits to Capitol Hill.
So there are JPIC committee members and FAN
Action Commissioners. And there are Secular
Franciscans who have been professed for decades
and even folks in initial formation who have interest
and experience in the wide range of issues relating
to Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation.
Let us know of your efforts, successes,
frustrations. My contact information is in a following
paragraph.
JUSTICE, PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY
OF CREATION AWARD.
At the past NAFRA annual meeting in Arizona,
there was approval for an award to recognize those
who have made contributions for the care of
creation. NAFRA has long honored individuals with a
Peace Award. How to continue with one, while
adding a new element?

Borrowing the words of Pope Paul VI,
“If you want peace, work for justice.” Just as JPIC
more accurately describes our attention to the wide
range of social justice issues, so too the NAFRA
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation Award
will allow for recognition of efforts beyond what we
have traditionally identified as peace efforts/works.
W H A T I S A W EB I N AR ?
Earlier this year, we began the series of
information sessions with CRS (Catholic Relief
Services), on their Catholics Confront Global Poverty
initiative. Through the wonders of technology,
brothers and sisters with internet computer access
can not only hear presenters, but can see them and
their presentation slides. Pretty slick! However, even
for local fraternity members who don’t have a
computer or internet access, there is still the chance
to listen in by calling a toll-free phone number.
The webinar, by use of computer and/or phone
might be the single most important communication
device JPIC or any other part of the Secular
Franciscan Order has seen come along since regular
mail delivery or the telephone. In one setting,
hundreds of interested members can get
information about how we can address issues like
global poverty. Would you like to take the next step
and connect to the CRS webinars? Contact your
regional minister, JPIC representative or me by mail
at 809 E. 10th Street, Muscatine, Iowa 52761, or
(563) 299-6107 or kentferris45@yahoo.com,
2 5 TH A N N I V E R S A R Y O F T H E
W OR L D D A Y OF PR A Y E R F O R P E AC E.
Thursday, October 27, will mark the anniversary
of the World Day of Prayer for Peace. Stay tuned for
more information.

QUINQUENNIAL 2012

THOUGH WE ARE SURE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED
AND ENLIVENED, AND WILL ENJOY THE
FELLOWSHIP OF HUNDREDS
OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
THIS IS A “WORKING” MEETING,

A CHAPTER OF MATS
FOR THE SFO IN THE U.S.
We will explore and reflect upon the wisdom and gifts in our
Franciscan heritage, allowing the
Spirit to deepen and widen our sense of vocation.
The week will culminate in a process of discernment on the future direction of the SFO in the US.
After every presentation, (see page 10 for Tentative Program), there will be small group time for
sharing and reflecting on what we will have just heard. This culminates in a period of discussion and
discernment, as leaders from all the small groups come together with the NEC to share and discuss what
insights developed in the small groups. The conclusions from that discussion will be shared at the closing
liturgy, and we will depart with a new understanding of the blessing of our vocation as Secular Franciscans.
•

Plan to join us, July 3-8, 2012, at the Holiday Inn Northshore, Chicago, IL.

•

Rooms are $89/night, single or double (some rooms may hold up to 4 sharing closely).

•

Registration will be around $300 (which includes all meals; actual to be determined soon).

•

We encourage every fraternity that is able to send one person.

•

Space is, however, limited to about 600.

•

Information about how to register and reserve lodging will appear in the next TAU-USA.

See you in Chicago! Peace and all good—
Quinquennial Planning Committee
Clare McCluggage, SFO
Patrick Mendes, SFO
Co-Chairs

As preparation for the Quinquennial, we will be offering some
questions for reflection and discussion in your local fraternity.
QUESTIONS

FOR THIS

SUMMER:

1. How did you first hear of St. Francis? How did your impression of St. Francis affect you?
2. When did you first hear of the SFO?

What were your first impressions?

3. What led you to pursue learning more about the SFO?
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QUINQUENNIAL 2012

T HE Q UINQUENNIAL C OMMITTEE

IS

P LEASED

TO

A NNOUNCE

THE

W INNER

OF THE

“Q”

LOGO CONTEST .

The winning artist is
L ISA L ANDWEHR , SFO ,
a member of St. Cloud
Fraternity in St. Cloud,
Minnesota.
As the winner, Lisa
will
receive
free
registration to the
Quinquennial.
Congratulations to
our sister Lisa, and thanks
to the many others who
submitted their designs.
All were meaningful and
appreciated.
Following is Lisa’s
description of the logo:
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“The … icon shows the coat
of arms of the SFO and has a
blue background that represents
the joy of our Franciscan vocation
with the words “Why Francis?”

The middle icon is a
re-drawing of Francis that was
originally painted by Cimabue
from the fresco in the Church of
St. Francis in Assisi.

I think that is a question
each of us Secular members ask
as we hear the call to become a
professed member in the order.

Francis is of course central to
us as Secular Franciscans, with
the warm brown color symbolic of
his garments.

The last icon, the San
Damiano Crucifix, surrounded by a
purple background with the words
“Claim the Gift”.
To me, the gift is always
Christ himself. The purple is a
color of our King.”

TENTATIVE Q UINQUENNIAL PROGRAM:
TUESDAY, JULY 3
T U E S D A Y E V E N I N G : Opening Liturgy
W EDNESDAY, JULY 4
a.m. Keynote Address
p.m.

Theme 1
Who Are You, O Lord?
SISTER ILIA DELIO, OSF

T HURSDAY, JULY 5
a.m. Theme 2:
And What Am I?
SISTER ILIA DELIO, OSF
p.m. Deepening Our Relationship with God
ED SHIRLEY, SFO

F RIDAY, JULY 6
a.m.
Theme 3:
Who Are We, the Franciscans?
BROTHER BILL SHORT, OFM
p.m.

Theme 4:
The Rule of the SFO and
Presence in the World
PAT BRADWEIN-BALL, SFO

S ATURDAY, JULY 7
a.m.
Claim the Gift!
A Process of Discernment
Evening: Closing Liturgy
Celebration

FRANCISCAN LIVING

by F R A N C I N E G I K O W , S F O
STAFF EDITOR

R

ecently I have been pondering my identity as a Secular Franciscan.
It all began when our local Franciscan retreat center closed; an occasion,
which unfortunately is becoming more and more common.

Because I was a regular kitchen volunteer at the retreat center, I felt the loss of contact with our
First Order brothers acutely. I relished participating in a common Franciscan apostolate with my Franciscan
brothers and grew accustomed to regular Franciscan exchanges of ideas and thoughts. Although I was
originally professed in a fraternity that had no routine contact with the Franciscan religious and met at a
local parish, when I transferred to my current fraternity, I discovered the joys of regular Franciscan
presence! I quickly grew accustomed to a close relationship with the friars in our local retreat house! What
a gift this was! How precious was the frequent interaction with our First Order brothers that helped me
become more fully aware of what it meant to be truly Franciscan. Fr. Boni described this relationship
among the three orders in his book, “Tres Ordines Hic Ordinat” ¹ as a three ply cord not easily broken
(Funiculus triplex difficile rumpitur) but having independence and unity and a vital interconnection
(reciprocity).
When the retreat center closed, I felt devastated not only because of the loss of my brother friends
but also because I realized that my own identity as a Secular Franciscan was also entwined with the friar’s
apostolate at the retreat center. My identity as a Franciscan was strengthened but what about my role as a
Secular Franciscan, which was to consecrate the world, by living in it?
By having the retreat center
close, I came to understand that
we, Secular Franciscans, must
“stand on our own two feet”
more and more. We no longer
have the luxury of “letting
Father” lead us or give us the
identity as “Franciscan.”
Through this forced
independence, we might also
come to realize how we might
have seen ourselves as
“helpers” to the First, Second or
Third Order Regulars and not
members of an order that has
an
“equal
dignity,”
independence and vital
interconnection.
We are not like other lay
groups who are dependant on
their founding religious and are
formed to assist the religious
order in their apostolate.
We are truly autonomous,
begun at the same time of the
other Franciscan orders, have
equal dignity but a different
focus as lay men and women.

Pope John Paul II, in his
address to our General Chapter
in 1988 ² describes us as an
autonomous Lay Order, a real
Order, with sacrifices in our
secular condition, which are not
lesser than those experienced in
the religious and priestly life.
We are called to consecrate the
world by living in it:

Although our decreasing
r e g u l a r c o n t a c t w i t h o ur
Franciscan brethren can be
devastating to our morale and
identity, let us remember who
we really are:
We are Brothers and
Sisters of Penance living the
gospel in the world in the spirit
of Francis!

“…you are also an Order,
as the Pope said (Pius XII): A
Lay Order, but a Real Order;”
and after all, Benedict XV had
already spoken of “Ordo veri
nominis”. This ancient term –
we can say medieval –
“Order” means nothing more
than your intimate belonging
to the large Franciscan
family. The word “Order”
means the participation in
the discipline and actual
austerity of that spirituality,
while remaining in the
autonomy typical of your lay
and secular condition, which,
moreover,
often
entails
sacrifices which are not
lesser
than
those
experienced in the religious
and priestly life.”

We have a unique position
as secular, lay apostles who
have a vital role in the building
up of the Kingdom of God.
As Francis said on his deathbed:
“I have done what is mine;
may Christ teach you what Is
yours!”

¹ A. Boni, OFM, Tres Ordines
Hic Ordinat (TOHO), Ed.
Porziuncola, Assisi, 1999, page 27.
² Pope John Paul II, Address to the
General Chapter of the Secular
Franciscan Order, June 14, 1988.
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— NAFRA ANNUAL REPORT —
2010

JANUARY, 2011
The Annual Report from the National Treasurer is included in the
Spring TAU-USA as required by the NAFRA Statutes. Here are some comments
and explanations about the reports.
The first page is the QUARTERLY GENERAL FUND REPORT.
All of these lines are about the budgeted accounts and the quarterly
activity in each account. The top four accounts are all income accounts which all
start with 6000. The next group of accounts is the expense accounts all starting
with 7000. Each quarter is summarized and then the fifth column of numbers is
the total for the 2010 year. This can then be compared to the last column which
is the budget for 2010 as approved at the 2009 Chapter.
The second page titled, RESTRICTED FUNDS REPORT, are the accounts
that are not in the budget and are funds that are carried over to the following year. These accounts are
reserved for the organization that the funds are named for. For example, funds received during 2010 for
the May 2011 Formation workshop have been placed in account 7314 so those funds are available for the
workshop in 2011. The bottom half of the page is a summary of the Duns Scutus Formation Trust Fund
activity from 2001 to the end of 2010.
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The third page titled, PERFORMANCE OF DUNS SCOTUS INVESTMENTS and summarizes the activity of
the investments in the four separate investment accounts from 2000 to end of 2010. The earnings in
these investments are the source of the funds that can be used for Formation Grants as applied for and
decided upon by the Duns Scotus Board lead by Anne Mulqueen, SFO
The fourth page is THE 2010 REGION REPORT OF THE FAIR SHARE CONTRIBUTION and their
memberships that were paid to NAFRA during 2010. This reports how much and when the regions sent in
their fair share contributions which then become NAFRA’s basic operational funds. A few regions sent in
2009 Fair Shares and these are noted in the far right column. The fair share amount column has not been
updated so any regions that wish to send me the current amount may e-mail the correct fair share amount
to me at d_ross@oh.rr.com.
The last page titled, BUDGET FOR 2011 is the 2011 budget
that was debated and approved at the October Nafra Chapter on
October, 2010. Our procedure for the budget is started in July
of each year after the first half of the year’s report. The treasurer
sends out the second quarter report and then a request is sent to
each person listed on the budget for their budget request for the
following year. The treasurer then compiles these requests and
presents it to the NEC (National Executive Council) for their
discussion and revision. Then that budget is presented at the
Chapter for the National Council to discuss, debate and finally to
vote on a final agreed to budget.
I hope this information is useful and helps our members to
understand the financial reports.
Sincerely,
Dennis W. Ross, SFO
National Treasurer

— N A F R A A N N U A L R E P O R T — PAGE 1
QUARTERLY GENERAL FUND REPORT
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— N A F R A A N N U A L R E P O R T — PAGE
RESTRICTED FUNDS REPORT
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by

FR. R ICHARD T REZZA, OF M
S PIRITUAL ASSISTANT
N A T ’ L F O R M A T I O N C OM M I S S I O N
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It has taken a very long time. After a period of
reckoning Formation as the act of disseminating facts about
Francis and how to live a virtuous life; after trying to cram
those facts into yearly intervals of “classes”; after associating
“Profession” as the moment of “graduating” from Formation
“school”, we have been enlightened by the light of the
Holy Spirit.

Through the Pauline Rule and subsequent publications concerning Formation, we have come to see
the operation of the Spirit in a dynamic way where Formation is concerned. At least on paper, there have been calls
for a deeper understanding and respect for the activity of the Holy Spirit in the Formative process and the individual
souls engaged in that process.
Process … process … process. This is something through which people go at differing paces – as the
Spirit prompts and wills. The process of Formation is as much individual as it is communal. It is concerned about
spiritual development as much as it is concerned about human development. After all, the soul is not a disembodied
entity. Attention to this process – this action of the Holy Spirit in each person in formation — is a tedious job. For that
reason, it is not done too well. When this happens, Formation to SFO life suffers. When Formation has suffered,
those who make their permanent commitments in the Order soon find themselves bored and asking, “Is this it? Is
this all there is?” There soon follows a lack of understanding about Profession and a need for a renewed sense of
belonging to the SFO.
The International Presidency of the SFO (CIOFS) had come
to this conclusion some time ago. Visitations conducted throughout
the SFO world exposed this weakness on a consistent basis.
Something was wrong with how Secular Franciscans saw themselves
in the Order and in the Church. It seemed as if their Formation was
lacking in one way or the other. CIOFS decided to do something about
the situation and began to come up with a Syllabus for formation
which was introduced at the SFO General Chapter in Hungary.
“In the mid 1970’s, shortly after the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) was first formally introduced,
Father Mark Hegener, OFM, then the SFO provincial
spiritual assistant and editor of the ‘Franciscan Herald’,
suggested to me the close connection between Secular
Franciscan initial formation and the RCIA; he encouraged
me to put together such a formation program based on the
structure of the RCIA.”
( C o n t in u e d o n p a g e 2 1 )
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This is a quote by Fr. Benet Fonck, OFM in the
Preface to his 3rd edition of his initial formation
program, Fully Mature With The Fullness of Christ.
This was a valiant and, to my mind, a successful
attempt to instill a sense of process whereby the
Holy Spirit is indeed the Principal Agent of formation.
What were some of those elements contained in the
RCIA process that are found to coincide with SFO
Formation?
In speaking of the process, the Church in her RCIA
documents mentions, “… (adults) … hear the preaching
of the mystery of Christ, the Holy Spirit opens their
hearts, and they freely and knowingly seek the living
God and enter the path of faith and
conversion.” (Introduction – RCIA) At another point the
Church says,
“The rite of initiation is suited to the spiritual
journey of adults, which varies according to the
many forms of God’s grace, the free cooperation of
the individuals, the action of the Church, and the
circumstances of time and place.”
(Structure of the Initiation of Adults, #5)
We are on the threshold of a new era of
Formation in our country. As you know, there was a
Workshop in May in Illinois on the new Formation
Manual concerning the formation of the formators.

It will reflect the wishes of CIOFS as far as content
and form. There will be topics which must be included
in all initial formation programs which may be new
to us.
At this new juncture, we may be tempted to just
get the “information” distributed. We may be tempted
to “do” what CIOFS has proposed to the SFO world of
formation. Let us not forget that in all of this is the
working of the Holy Spirit. In addition to the
information and facts which will be shared among our
local fraternities, we need also to share the idea of
process.
Let us remember:
1) “the teaching of doctrinal principles … so as to
motivate those in formation & give them effective help;
2) to be involved with those in formation, and to
pay particular attention to the personality of each
individual and their life story; and
3) to continually compare what is being learned
with the experiences of daily life.
(Elements of Formation, Barbo-Carlson,
Lindsborg, KS, 1992; Pg 13)
We need to re-introduce the Holy Spirit into our
formation programs. It is hard work but will produce
people who understand what they Profess and who
they are in the Order, the Church and our world. From
that will follow action which will bring about that “more
fraternal and evangelical world” for which we so long.
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LITTLE WEEDS

by

M . MARKO, SFO
S TAFF E DITOR

I

nitial formation is just that: the first (initial) things you learn about the SFO. Many people come
to initial formation already knowing a lot about Francis; but the SFO is uncharted territory, so to
speak. If they’re anything like me (which ain’t all bad!), they had no idea they could actually BE a
Franciscan without taking vows, etc. I, personally, had no desire to live with a bunch of women; so the
existence of the SFO was welcome news to me. Initial formation was eye-, heart-, and soul-opening. That’s
how it should be.
A lot of water has passed over the bridge – under the dam? – (OK, that’s why I’m not an engineer.)
since I was in initial formation. I mean, good grief! It was in the last century!! Formation materials now
range from SFO-lite (“To Live as Francis Lived”) to the industrial-strength stuff (“Fully Mature in Christ”)
and everything in between. Which is great as initial formation is extremely important – those are our
“formative years” as SFOs.
But Profession is not the end of the story,
anymore than graduation from school or marriage
is. On the contrary, it’s the beginning of a whole
new chapter in your life. A chapter that you will
continue to write as long as you live. This is where
“ongoing formation” comes in.
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Let’s face it: you didn’t stop learning about
your job the day you were hired. If you want to hang
on to it, you will continue to learn about that job
and all it entails on an ongoing basis. Even if you
started the company or worked your way up to the
top of it, there will still be stuff to learn. Ask any of
those guys who are on “Undercover Boss” – a very
interesting TV show no matter which rung of the
ladder you’re on.
But just as with a job, there may be some
re-formation called for. I know when I switched jobs
many moons ago, I simply went from one insurance
company to another. But it wasn’t a matter of just
getting used to a new office; I had to unlearn quite
a bit, and take on a different mindset in some
ways. The product may have been the same, but
the operation of the company was very different.
I think that’s the way it with us SFO’s.
Once we’re professed, we have to be re-formatted
to some extent. After all, we didn’t come to the
Order as innocent children; we already had all sorts
of baggage, some good, some bad, much
undecided. Whether all of our old mindsets,
opinions, feelings, priorities, values, etc. still had a
place in our lives was something we still had to
figure out.

Some would have to go, others could stay with
a bit of re-vamping. And there would be others that
would be adopted as we delved more deeply into
our vocation. That’s the purpose of ongoing
formation. Re-formation.
Oddly enough, a good source of that
re-formation is the initial formation material. It’s
very much like the Bible in that way: no matter how
often you read it, you always find something new.
Not because it wasn’t there before, but because
you’re seeing it through new eyes (or, at least,
more experienced ones).
Ongoing formation can also include a revisit of
the Rule or a group discussion of this or that
TAU-USA article or something mentioned in your
regional newsletter. Fr. Lester Bach, OFM has
written lots of good stuff. And there are also books
on specific aspects of SFO life (“Handbook for
Secular Franciscan Servant Leadership” or
“Franciscan Family Connections”).
There are also many fantastic things coming
down the pike from National and International that
are being disseminated through your region.
And keep in mind that ongoing formation is
not just for the monthly gathering.
Ongoing is the operative word here.
The daily newspaper or the evening news will
tell you how badly the Franciscan charism
is needed in the world. Just understanding that
is re-formatting!

by
E DWARD L . S HIRLEY, S F O , CHAIR
E CUMENICAL/ I NTERFAITH C OMMITTEE

One of the questions I am often asked about
ecumenical and interreligious dialogue is where to begin.
It’s a very interesting, and authentic question, but I like to point out that
sharing across traditions is not all that different from beginning a conversation
with a new friend: find something you share in common, and just start. Students
talk about classes and teachers, teachers talk about students, parents talk about
their kids, and kids talk about their parents. Religious people talk about their
experience of, their love for, God; their commitment to spiritual practice; their
commitment to justice and peace.
Recently, I had an opportunity to share in a very simple ecumenical and
interreligious discussion. I was invited by some friends to speak to their
Methodist Sunday School class (by the way, there’s a lesson Catholics could
learn: the importance of continuing adult religious education). I had spoken to
them in the past, and one topic they really enjoyed was called “Beyond Tolerance,” about how to
appreciate and admire people from other Traditions. This time, I decided to start with one common
practice found in every major Tradition, except Judaism: the use of prayer beads.
I took items for show-and-tell: Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, and four types of Christian beads: Orthodox,
Catholic, Anglican, and, of course, the Franciscan Crown. I began by explaining that the very word “bead”
comes from the Old English word “bede,” meaning “prayer”— to say one’s beads is to say one’s prayers.
I talked about the Orthodox prayer rope, used for reciting the Jesus Prayer, rooted in the Desert
monastic tradition of one word or one sentence prayers, and how it included deep reverence for the
sacredness and power of the Name of Jesus. I talked about how the Rosary drew from this practice, as
well as the monastic practice of praying the 150 psalms. I talked about the power of repeating the
Angel’s greeting to Mary, which began the Incarnation, and combining that with reflection on events in
the life of Christ. (I also told them about a very good book on the Rosary by a Methodist minister.)
This led into my discussion of the Islamic tesbih, used for reciting the Names/Attributes of God
found in the Quran, with the belief that the Name of God was a sacrament of God’s Presence. This led
very easily into a discussion of Hindu beads used to worship the Krishna as the Supreme Personal God.
When reciting the Hare Krishna mantra, a devotee is supposed to reflect on events in the life of Krishna,
much like a Catholic might reflect on the Mysteries of the Rosary.
Finally, I discussed the Tibetan Buddhist beads, where one recites a mantra/prayer
associated with a particular holy being (sort of a saint or angel), and visualizes that being
in order to incorporate the qualities of that person: wisdom, compassion, strength, and
what have you. The combination of reciting the words, allowing them to sink deeply into
the depths of one’s psyche, visualization of the holy person, and integrating his or her
qualities into oneself is not all together alien to Catholic practice of repeating the Angel’s
Greeting, visualizing an event in Christ’s life, and coming to “imitate what they contain,
and obtain what they promise.”
In what was to me a surprise effect of our discussion, a woman came up to me,
and said, “I am going to buy myself a Rosary.”
And the bede goes on.
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THE

A N EW O PPORTUNITY F OR L IVING

THE

SFO R ULE IN A M ORE E FFECTIVE W AY
by Attilio Galimberti, SFO – Milano, Italy

F ROM THE SFO R ULE — A RTICLE 14: ...Secular Franciscans, together
with all people of good will are called to build a more fraternal and
evangelical world... Article 15: ...be in the forefront in promoting justice by
testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives.
W ORKING WITH FRANCISCANS INTERNATIONAL AT THE U NITED NATIONS
FOR PEACE, JUSTICE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION.
Franciscans International (FI) and members of the Franciscan Family (FF)
around the world are using the Universal Periodical Review (UPR) at the United
Nations (UN) to advocate on the challenges and injustices faced by the poor.
During a four-year cycle, this process examines the level of respect for and
implementation of human rights in each of the States as they come up for
review. Recommendations on specific concerns can be made to the respective
governing bodies to effect positive change.
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FI works with Franciscans to collect principal facts regarding the human rights situation in the State
concerned, to voice any concerns during the Human Rights Council (HRC) at the UN, and to ensure accepted
recommendations are fulfilled within a respected time. All 192 UN member States are reviewed no matter
what their social, economical or political status. Canada began its review in February 2009, Italy started in
February 2010 and North America in November 2010. All Franciscans can play a collaborative role in
all parts of the UPR process.
Italian SFO, Attilio Galimberti, from Italy, is currently working with FI and Franciscan brothers and
Sisters on the UPR for Italy. He says: “Particularly for SFO members, as recalled in this article’s foreword,
being engaged in the UPR process is an additional opportunity to concretely live the form of life that the
Rule asks us to live.” The engagement for the Franciscans can start from phase 1 with a direct participation
in the preparation of the reports with the submission, in collaboration with Franciscans International, of its
own report on specific human rights situations that need to be addressed. This can be further collaborated
on with other members of the FF and Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO) to give it more weight and
credibility.
With the help of FI, this report is drafted and edited to meet UN standards and formally submitted to
the UN Office of the High Commissioner. Even before phase 2, FI begins lobbying the States of the Working
group, to raise their awareness of the issues of concern so that the State delegations can prepare to ask
questions and make recommendations during the HRC session. During this time, Franciscans can circulate
the report through the Family and parishes and to the local, regional and national authorities, institutions
and media. Due to FI holding General Consultative Status at the UN, as part of the third phase it is possible
for Franciscan representatives from the State under review to attend a HRC session to officially and
publicly make an oral declaration.
“Having been personally involved in this process, I can confirm that the preparation of the report has
been a very demanding challenge that allowed me to strengthen fraternal relationships with other members
of the FF and to have a more clear and exhaustive picture of the human rights situation here in Italy,”
continues Attilio, a member of Romans 6, the JPIC Interfranciscan Commission, and coordinator of the
CIOFS Commission Presence in the World.
( C o n t i n u ed o n p a g e 2 5 )

( C o n t i nu e d f ro m p a g e 2 4 )

But the most important gift I had from this participation
came to me on the day I was in the UN Council Room in Geneva,
waiting for our allotted time of two minutes to read to the HRC
members our Formal Statement on the issues of concern,
identified by the FF in Italy. The room is huge with delegations
from all over the world all listening to you. Just realizing this and
entering the room causes your emotions and pulse rate to soar.
I saw the beauty of the people from around the world and how the universal fraternity that Francis
understood and preached is real and true. I have always been aware of the importance of FI and of
its mission at the UN, but while sitting there I also realized that this presence is another very important
form of missionary testimony, this time not at grassroots level but before the States of the world.
I fully understand the joint role FI and the Franciscan Family plays today at the UN. It is very close to
the one Francis played in Damietta when he met the Sultan and this is the hidden but added value that we,
as Franciscans, have and should preserve.
A significant role can be played by Franciscans as well as civil society, during phase four — the followup of the UPR. All energy should be invested in bringing about concrete changes to improve the enjoyment
of human rights in the country. We can all consider taking the following actions as part of the follow-up:

Raise awareness about the results of the UPR
process through the media, a conference, a round
table discussion, and with family, friends, parishes
and organisations.
Run a campaign or engage in symbolic
actions or initiatives in order to push for faster
implementation of the recommendations accepted
by the State.
Engage in a dialogue with authorities on ways
to implement the accepted recommendations and
encourage them to work on those that were not
accepted.
Encourage the State to put into action a
mechanism of follow-up on the implementation of
accepted recommendations.
Evaluate the work done following the UPR
on a yearly basis.
Participate in the next UPR of your country.
The FI International Board of Directors, for all
the reasons and opportunities mentioned, decided
to officially adopt the UPR as a main UN
mechanism to work with. It offers one of the best
and most comprehensive tools for FI and
Franciscans to advocate on the challenges and
injustices faced by the FF and the poor. It is a
unique advocacy opportunity that allows Human
Rights challenges faced on the ground to be raised
at the international platform.

Franciscans have an important role in
promoting this work among the Family and
participating in the UPR process.
For the members of the Franciscan family
who are daily on the side of those who suffer, are
forgotten and whose human dignity is overlooked,
it is an opportunity, following the example of
Francis and Clare, to be beside the most
vulnerable and demand their Human Rights be
respected and enjoyed.
May the Lord give you his peace.
To read the formal statement made by
Attilio Galimberti during the UPR for Italy on
June 9, 2010 and the Oral Declaration for the
Adoption of the UPR Report of Canada visit:
www.franciscansinternational.org/
statementspage
Contact Franciscans International if you are
interested in working together on the UPR of your
country. To see the UPR calendar of states
currently and coming up for review visit:
www.upr-info.org/IMG/pdf/uprlist.pdf
For more details about
Franciscans International visit:
www.franciscansinternational.org
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A NNE M ULQUEEN, SFO
I NTERNATIONAL COUNCILOR, U SA
A m u l qu e e n . ic u s a@ g m a i l . c o m

Peace and all good dear sisters and brothers,
As we continue our journey together, you will forgive me for repeating myself, but for the sake of those who
are new to reading my letters, I am going to restate the priorities established by the International Chapter held in
Hungary, November 15-22, 2008. In order of priority they are:
(1) Formation, (2) Communication, (3) Franciscan Youth, (4) Presence in the World, and (5) Emerging
Fraternities (worldwide). As members of a worldwide Order, we are expected to keep these priorities in mind when
we consider our vocation. These priorities are effective only if individual Secular Franciscans put them into
practice.
Therefore, the questions we might ask ourselves are: Am I continuing to grow in my Franciscan identity? Do I
pass on information I receive to those who might benefit from it? Am I actively involved in attracting and
introducing young people to the Franciscan charism? Am I actively involved in promoting peace and justice by my
courageous initiatives?
In regard to the last priority—emerging fraternities—that question I have to answer.
Is Anne doing all she can to support the emerging fraternity in Antigua?
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Did you know that the USA sponsors an emerging fraternity in Antigua? Aided by Vin Ferugo, SFO, the
formator present on the island, and Audrey Binet, SFO, formation advisor from Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis
Region, the USA is providing formation for Antiguans who are attracted to St. Francis and the SFO. That’s a fact!
In my last letter I wrote to you about the third priority—Franciscan Youth.
In this letter, I would like to write about the first priority—F O R M A T I O N .
Formation remains the top
priority for the entire Order
worldwide and every issue of TAUUSA keeps you informed
concerning the activities and
advances in this area.
Bob Fitzsimmons and the
Formation Commission have made
great strides in adapting and
implementing the Course of
Formation for Formation Directors
compiled by the International
Formation Commission.
Your regional formation
directors will be making this
material available to local fraternity
formation directors now after the
May 2011 workshop. In this way,
everyone who serves in formation
will have access to this wonderful
resource. The extent to which this
material reaches the local level will
be an indicator of how effective our
communication really is.

Remember,
“The Formation Commission
has done what is (theirs) to do…”
and the rest is up to you.
In addition to providing
material to “Form the Formators”,
members of the Presidency¹ have
been providing ongoing formation
material on a monthly basis. These
dossiers (as they are called)
concentrate on the themes
discussed at the last General
Chapter—
A Sense of Belonging
and Profession in the SFO:
Gift and Commitment.
They come in two parts.
The first part develops a specific
aspect of Franciscan spirituality
and the second reflects on the
social doctrine of the Church.
Many of you have written to
me saying the material is being

used and is enhancing your
ongoing formation sessions. Some
of you may be hearing about the
dossiers for the first time.
Each month I send them to the
regional ministers after they are
posted on the CIOFS² website.
If you have not received these,
you can access them by internet
connection. Go to:
http://www.ciofs.org/en.htm
Click on: Ongoing Formation
Project, Monthly Dossier in the
upper left yellow box. You may use
this material as it is written or, if
you wish, you may modify it.
The first initiative of the
International
Formation
Commission (IFC)—the course for
formation directors—has been
completed and distributed in the
four official languages—
(Continued on page 27)

(Continued from page 26)

—English, French, Italian, and Spanish. The
Formation Commission—USA has completed its
labor of love in adapting and implementing this
material for use by regional formation directors.
The second initiative of the IFC—the monthly
dossiers—has been in effect since January 2011,
and is ongoing.
There is a third initiative in process
specifically designed for national fraternities with
little or no initial formation material. Some
English-speaking countries use our formation
resources and some have translated our texts
into their languages. But many others have no
comprehensive material available. The IFC
recognized this need and is formulating a manual
for initial formation. When completed, it will be
available to all national fraternities in the four
official languages. In 2009, fourth and fifth
initiatives were added to the IFC’s formation
project.
The fourth initiative, Formation for Secular
Franciscan Spiritual Assistants, is designed for
spiritual assistants who are not First Order or
TOR members, i.e., Secular Franciscan laity and
priests and all other religious.
The fifth initiative, Formation of Animators
of YouFra, is in its foundational stage, and its
task is to develop materials for the formation of
YouFra animators.
So you can see, there is plenty of activity
going on in regard to formation, internationally,
nationally, and, of course, regionally and locally.
I pray that the momentum of these initiatives
flows throughout our 30 regions and comes to
rest upon the 658 local fraternities that make up
the SFO in the USA.
But don’t let the momentum come to an end
in our fraternities—let’s go out and bring Christ to
the world through the God-given charism of
Saints Francis and Clare.
With fraternal affection,
your sister,

Anne
Footnotes:
¹ The Presidency is the equivalent of the executive
council of a national fraternity and the council of a local
fraternity. ² CIOFS is an acronym for Concilium
Internationale Ordinis Franciscani Secularis.

I

s

there

a

Franciscan

particularly
manner

of

approaching our own passage

to the Lord and of helping others to do
the same?
F r a n c is c a n
I n s t i t u te
Publications
newly
published
book, DYING, AS A FRANCISCAN,
addresses these questions. This book is
a collection of presentations given at the
Ninth National Franciscan Forum held in Denver,
Colorado, June 17–20, 2010.
With more than 100 people in attendance, this
Forum allowed presenters and participants the
opportunity to delve deeply into their shared experience
of sharing with, ministering to, and personally preparing
for the transitus from earthly to eternal life. This book
allows the reader to experience, in a vicarious manner,
elements of the journey that presenters & participants
took in the investigation of death and dying with a
specifically Franciscan interpretation.
This book looks at the challenges we face in
acknowledging an increasing awareness of our fragility,
of our need for the companionship of and our
responsibility to be companions to our brothers and
sisters on that same journey with us, and finally
accepting the grace to make that final act of surrender
to our Good God.
Contributors to this book are Michael Cusato, OFM,
Thomas Nairn, OFM, Mary Petrosky, FMM, Kathleen
McCarron, and OSF, Daniel Sulmasy, OFM.

Now available for purchase at their website listed
under “New Arrivals” at:
w w w . f r a n c is c a n p ub l i c a t i o n s. c o m
Mail: Franciscan Institute Publications, PO Box 17
St. Bonaventure, NY 14778-0017
Attn: Jill Smith, Business Manager
Tel: 716-375-2062 ▪ Email: fip@sbu.edu
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by B RET THOMAN, SF O
Bret.thoman@gmail.com

O

n October 17, 2010, Camilla Battista Varano (1458-1524),
a Poor Clare mystic from Camerino, Italy was one of six people
declared a saint by Pope Benedict XVI. I was honored not only to
be present in St. Peter’s square during her canonization, but I was especially privileged to be one of just
several hundred people seated near the Holy Father throughout the ceremony. (TAU-USA Winter 2010, Issue 69)
As I looked up the huge banner of St. Camilla hanging on the façade of St. Peter’s my mind flooded
with memories on how I came to know this little-known, but powerful saint.
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Seven years ago I met the Poor Clare sisters
of San Severino – a quaint hill town in the
picturesque Marches region of central Italy –
while on pilgrimage with my wife in this area rich
in Franciscan history. We immediately developed
a bond with the sisters, which blossomed into a
deep and lasting friendship. Several sisters later
moved to nearby Camerino to live in the same
monastery where St. Camilla lived five centuries
ago and in which her body remains today.

I was struck that the sisters lived a
“traditional” cloistered life – full habit, chanting
the office, periods of silence, fasting, etcetera;
yet when they welcomed our group into their
community, they broke out the bongos and
acoustic guitars, told jokes, and served a
delicious meal followed by homemade desserts
and local liqueurs. The sisters beamed with joy as
they shared their life and community with us,
which they routinely did with diverse groups.

Their mission was and continues to be to
serve as guardians of the saint’s relics and
memory. Over the past few years, we helped them
translate some of Camilla’s writings into English.
And in the process, I learned a lot about this
great saint. But the sisters themselves, humble
servants of Jesus and faithful followers of
St. Clare, taught me a great deal also about
Franciscan spirituality and history. Even though I
have a certificate in Franciscan studies, I learned
much more about Franciscanism through the
lives and stories of these holy women than
through any book or course.

Their life seemed such a contrast and I
became fascinated with their community’s
history. I wondered why they were so joyful and
were attracting vocations (almost half of the
community is under 40) while most religious
communities in Italy were dying out.
The Abbess, Sr. Rosella Chiara, told me that
huge changes were made over the past 40 years
as a result of the Second Vatican Council.
Back in the 1960’s and ‘70s, some of their
sisters had the opportunity of learning from
eminent Franciscan theologians, some of whom
were present at the Council itself.
A deep study of the Council documents led
to a fertile season of revival and period of new
formation for their community. Sr. Rosella said
that the friars helped them move from the preconciliar period – characterized by a strong focus
on religious observances and devotions in the
form of exterior and legalistic perfection – to the
renewal promoted by the Council above all
through the rediscovery of the sources.
( C o n t i nu e d o n p a g e 2 9 )

( C o n t i n ue d fr o m p a g e 2 8 )

After the Council, many
original Franciscan writings
were published in Italian as the
“Fonti Francescane”
(Franciscan Sources —
in English, the Omnibus),
which gave them the possibility
for the first time to get to
know the writings – and thus,
the original charism – of Saint
Francis and the first
Franciscans. Effectively, the
Council promoted the value of
the person over exterior
practices.

Regarding work, the
sisters desired to strengthen
an authentically contemplative
life. Whereas, previously work
had taken up most of the day,
they now chose the primacy of
prayer at fixed intervals.

And in this transition, the
community did not escape
conflict (as has been the case
in the larger Church). But in
time a new serenity came over
their community as continuity
with the past was conserved
while moving towards renewal
and transformation.

Further, they admitted all
the sisters to prayer, while in
the past, the sisters had been
separated between “choir
sisters” (those who knew how
to read & were able, therefore,
to pray the breviary) and
“converse sisters” (those who
were illiterate, and performed
manual labor inside the
community).

So if before, their prayer
life consisted in “reciting” Latin
psalms and “saying” devotional
prayers, after the Council they
rediscovered the value of the
interior life by connecting their
hearts to the liturgical life, and
not separating life’s ordinary
activities from prayer.
The devotional practices that
had been considered the
primary form of prayer were
gradually supplanted by
liturgical prayer, the prayer
of the universal church –
the liturgy of the hours.

Besides
the
reestablishment of the daily
prayer schedule, the
community established periods
for retreat – both for the entire
community and individual
sisters. Their re-discovery of
the baptismal consecration
and of the equal dignity of all
the baptized allowed them to
move away from the sense of
feeling “privileged” that had
characterized religious life
before the Council. As a result,
they came to understand the
enclosure in a new way.

At the same time, they
passed from merely
“assisting” during
the Holy Mass,
to
becoming
active, aware,
and
fruitful
“participants”
in
liturgical
prayer.

Whereas before, it had
served as a kind of “fence” to
separate themselves from the
public and protect the sisters’
virtues, after the Council, it
became considered a means of
defining their sacred space
and enabling them to enhance
their sense of intimacy and
spirituality within.

Thus, in the visiting
parlors, they removed the
heavy iron grates and curtains,
which they replaced with waisthigh railings allowing for freer
exchange between themselves
and visitors.
During the Lenten season,
they will temporarily suspend
group meetings and turn
inward in prayer and reflection.
As they prepare for the great
feast of Easter, they will
deepen their listening to the
Word of God by “Lectio Divina”
meditations prepared by some
of the sisters. They will
participate more intensely in
the liturgical life by learning
new Lenten songs.
They will spend more time
in silence, adoration, and
personal prayer. They will also
fast by renouncing evening
dishes and Friday dinners;
their sacrifice will be offered
on the altar of the Mass at the
Last Supper of Holy Thursday
for the poor, above all in the
missions.

For more information on
St. Camilla’s canonization visit:
www.saintcamillabattista.it
You can also visit their
community website in Italian at
www.clarissesanseverino.it
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THE “GREEN” FRANCISCAN SISTER

I

n our day-to-day life there are many ways to be environmentally
friendly. In this tip, I will share information regarding coffee,
its grounds and the respectful, just usage, and reuse of it.

As you may know, the worlds most heavily traded product is coffee
behind only petroleum. In these United States, coffee is the largest food
import and in excess of $4 billion dollars is paid for it. The people of the
United States consume one-fifth of the world’s coffee. Each day over
50% of Americans over the age of 18 drink coffee. This represents
over 100 million daily coffee drinkers.
It is important in one’s purchase of coffee to buy Fair Trade
Certified because it guarantees that the farmers are paid a fair price for
their product which assists them greatly in ending their cycle of poverty.
Also environmentally sustainable practices were used in the production of
Fair Trade Certified Coffee.
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After making one’s coffee recycle your coffee
grounds as it reduces waste that would end up in
the landfill or one’s garbage disposal. One may wish
to keep a container near your kitchen sink for
collection of ones grounds.
The following are ways one may reuse their
coffee grounds:

• Recycle your coffee grounds as fertilizer as they
are high in nitrogen. Besides adding nitrogen to the
soil used coffee grounds also help replenish the soil
by adding other nutrients such as magnesium.
Coffee grounds add many of the same nutrients as
commercial fertilizer. Adding coffee grounds to
flower beds and plant soils helps to increase the
acidity of the soil. For example, roses, gardenias,
azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, carrots,
radishes, cranberries, oaks and spruces respond
well to the coffee ground mulch. However, don’t add
coffee grounds to all flower and plant soil as it could
make the soil too acidic for the plants etc.
• Used coffees grounds are a natural pest repellent
too when used in ones garden or flower beds. The
coffee grounds can keep bugs at bay such as slugs,
ants, snails etc. For example, earthworms love
coffee grounds and the gardener appreciates them
as they help to aerate the soil naturally. This allows
more oxygen to get to the roots of a garden item.

• Coffee grounds may be used as a scourer for
stubborn grease and stains on pots and pans.

• One may freshen up one’s house the eco-friendly
way by placing a bowl of used coffee grounds in the
refrigerator or freezer which will in turn remove
unwanted odors. A fantastic natural deodorizer.

• Rubbing your hands in dry coffee grounds removes
smells from one’s hands when for example one was
working with garlic, onions, or other pungent foods.

• Coffee grounds are a great ingredient for your
compost pile. The grounds add nutrients in the soil
and enhance the acidity of soil while acting as a
natural fertilizer.

In purchasing items like coffee, always seek
to make the “green choice” and in so doing one
is environmentally friendly and demonstrates like
St. Francis a respect for our sister Mother Earth.

SUMMER BLESSING
by

F AITH L IBBE , SFO
S TAFF E DITOR

These simple pleasures bring
such joy to my heart in the midst of
the simple every day duties!
In the midst of my housework,
I came across a beautiful framed
blessing I purchased in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania while visiting my
mom one summer. I hadn’t read it in
some time as I never quite found the
perfect spot to hang it. As I read it,
I discovered it was actually an “Irish
blessing”!

I

woke up to a beautiful spring morning today.
The gorgeous blue sky and gentle breeze only
enhanced the beauty of the new pale green leaves
growing on the trees. As spring gives way to summer, the
leaves will soon be a darker shade of green, larger and
sturdier. Soon they will “dance” in the gentle breeze of
summer.
As I continued to take in the beauty of this spring morning
from my back porch, I could not help but notice that God’s little
creatures were very active this morning. Amidst the lovely bird
song, there were many squirrels chattering to one another.
I stepped outside to investigate what all the chattering
was about (occasionally roaming cats disturb their peace).
I did not find any threat to the squirrels, but instead discovered
a magnificent red rose blooming on the side of the house!
I had no idea the bloom was there. I believe God has His ways
to lead us to such beauty. I felt His loving touch… and received
it as a beautiful gift.
I gently snipped the rose, with its long stem and dark
green leaves and put it in a vase. Its beauty could now be seen
and enjoyed inside my home. In addition to its beauty, the rose
had such a lovely scent that graced our home as well.

As I read the blessing, I felt that
in many ways it had described my day.
I thank God for such blessing in the
simplicity of an ordinary day.
It reminds me that the most precious
things in life are still “free”…such as
the beauty of God’s creation, His
grace, and His love!
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I believe that sharing this
traditional Irish Blessing is the perfect
way to end this writing.
The blessing is my hope and
prayer for you, my brothers and
sisters: may your summer (and all your
days) be blessed!

“May flowers always line your path
and sunshine light your day,
May songbirds serenade you
every step along the way…
May a rainbow run beside you

Also in bloom in my back yard are the fragrant white
blossoms on the orange and grapefruit tree and the lovely blue
Siberian Iris blooming profusely. As the azaleas produce their
last blooms of the season, the jasmine and honeysuckle
blooms are just about to burst forth.

in a sky that’s always blue,

I must discipline myself to stay inside and tend to a little
housework! I love to open the windows so the gentle breeze
can flow through the house. I can also continue to hear the
song of the birds while working inside.

~ Irish Blessing

And may happiness
fill your heart each day
your whole life through.”
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C LASSIC F RANCISCAN
THE

HISTORY of
This article originally appeared in The Franciscan Forum,
the official publication of the Sacred Heart Province, SFO,
Spg. 1991, it was written by Dan and Marg Andrews, SFO.
All photos in article credit: Therese Ream, SFO

A

Father Marion Habig, OFM, wrote in the
Franciscan Herald for July, 1984:
“As far as I can ascertain the first fraternity of
the Third Order Secular of St. Francis (as it was then called) was begun
on Easter Sunday, 1861, in Quincy, Illinois… first fraternity…
established in the United States of America after it became an
independent country (following the Treaty of Paris in 1783).”

We in the St. Elizabeth Fraternity gratefully accept this honor, not questioning our good fortune
and knowing that had it not been for the Very Rev. Herman Schaefermeyer, diocesan pastor of St. Boniface
Parish, Quincy (himself a Third Order member), it might never have happened. Father Schaefermeyer had met
nine Franciscan friars on the ship Breman from Germany to New York. As pastor of the German-speaking parish
in Quincy--largest parish in the southern half of Illinois, Fr. Schaefermeyer needed help hearing confessions. In
the spring he wrote to those Franciscan friends, who had traveled by immigrant train to Teutopolis, Illinois,
where, according to Fr. Marion Habig, a fraternity would be canonically established two years later. One priest
was spared to him for the Paschal Season.
To say the peole in the “river
town” liked the Franciscan was
an understatement. One man,
(Christian Borstadt and his wife)
generously offered the site for a
church and monastery if the
“Friars would take up permanent
residence in Quincy,” then the
second largest city in Illinois. Only
Chicago’s population was larger.
The German provincial was
contacted and his Chapter gave
approval.
St. Francis Solano Church
and monastery became a reality
by December 1860, with
Fr. Servace Altmicks, OFM,
superior and pastor.
Father Servace was surprised
that, besides Fr. Schaefermeyer,
other “Franciscan tertiaries” — of
both German and Irish originslived in Quincy, and he called a
meeting of the Third Order
seculars even before other
societies were organized in the
new parish.

What deep faith, courage,
and farsightedness those
Franciscans had! In little more
than a year, a monastery with a
dozen cells had been erected,
a beautiful little church had been
built on the sparsely settled
prairie about 1.5 miles from the
Mississippi River and from the
other two Catholic churches.
The church, unfurnished but
crowded, had been blessed for
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.
Father Servace, then 32, had also
been appointed to head a school
and college, and college classes
had begun, though that building
had to wait because the summer
of 1860, without rain, had caused
a lack of funds.
The first meeting of the
Third Order Seculars was
held on Easter Sunday,
March 31, 1861—
and it rained:
“A much needed rain
to fill the cisterns.”

The noon
temperature
was
41
degrees,
according to
the
careful
records kept.

B

Father Servace was the only
one of the German friars who
could speak English fluently.
His ability probably accounted
for some of the names found
among those invested before or
during the first meeting:
Helen Clancy, Mary Fitzgerald, and
Margaret Donahue.
As a result, two branches of
the fraternity were formed. The
German-speaking branch met on
the first Sunday of each month
and the English-speaking on the
second Sunday. This continued
until 1925. In 1910 there were
500 members—
287 German-speaking and
213 English-speaking.
(Continued on page 33)

(Continued from page 32)

Father Marion, in his 1984
article, found noteworthy
“the fact that on August 15,
1863, another diocesan priest,
Rev. John Janssen, joined the
Quincy Third Order Fraternity.
In 1888, Fr. Janssen was
consecrated (ordained) first
bishop of the diocese of Belleville,
Illinois.
Father Schaefermeyer
entered the Franciscan Order in
1875 and received the name of
Fr. P. Liborious, OFM. He died at
Quincy 12 years later, at the age
of 68.

POSTSCRIPT:
Since these words were
written, we have been privileged
to witness the following growth
within the Secular Franciscan
Order, as pertains to our
fraternity.
Originally designated as part
of the Sacred Heart Province, the
Franciscans of the Prairie Region
was formally established on
October 20, 1994.

Of these twelve fraternities,
St. Elizabeth Fraternity sponsored
both Our Lady of Angels in
Edwardsville, (IL) that was
Canonically Established as a
fraternity on August 2, 2001; and
Franciscans of the Tau of Calhoun
County (Brussels, IL.) established
on November 22, 2009. We also
sponsor a cell group, Our Lady
of Lourdes, which is currently
re-forming in the vicinity of
Burlington-Fort Madison, Iowa.
St. Elizabeth Fraternity now
has approximately 99 professed
members. Meetings continue
to be held the third Sunday of
the month at St. Francis Solanus
Paris, 1721 College Avenue,
Quincy, Illinois, 62301. We
cordially welcome new inquirers.
On April 2, 2011,
St. Elizabeth’s fraternity
commemorated their 150th
anniversary with a very special
celebration at St. Francis Solanus
in Quincy, Ill. Over 180 guests
attended which represented
almost every fraternity in the
Franciscans of the Prairie region.
Those in attendance
included Fr. Benet Fonck, OFM;
Fr. John Sullivan, OFM;
Sue Nelson, SFO, past regional

minister; and Marian Crosby, SFO,
our current
regional minister.
Mass was celebrated at 4:30
followed by a reception at St.
Francis School.
S PECIAL A CKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The TAU banner (photo B) was
made from a discarded habit by
the daughter of Roseann
Bonebrake, SFO, one of our
members.
Special thanks to Fr. Don
Blaeser, OFM, the pastor of
St Francis; Deacon David Ream,
SFO, our spiritual assistant, and
all the visiting priests. To the
school children from St. Francis,
who all colored pictures for part of
our display of our archives tables,
and to the oldest guest attending,
Justina Peters, SFO, one of our
own, who is 101 (pictured below
holding yellow napkin). Our cake was
beautiful—the pictures do not do it
justice (photo A). Marg Andrews,
SF O, ( b o t t o m l e f t ) gav e an
entertaining talk about the history
of our fraternity; she epitomizes
the spirit of our group. The lady
(the next bottom photo) at the
m i c r o p ho n e i s o u r cur r e n t
minister, Phyllis Maxwell, SFO.

EDITOR’S NOTE— Since this
article was originally submitted,
the fraternity uncovered that the
oldest known active SFO National
Fraternity is B L E S S E D K A T E R I
T EKAKWITHA R EGION ’ S —S T . J OSEPH
F RATERNITY IN U TICA , NY, who
celebrated their 150th
anniversary in 2010.
(See TAU-USA Fall issue 2010 #68)
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We pray that all those who’ve
walked in the footsteps of
St. Francis since the first meeting
(130 years ago at the time of this
article) may by their example
and their intercessions help
St. Elizabeth Fraternity grow and
flourish for the next 150 Years.

It is one of 30
regions of SFO’s in the
United States. In this region
(Illinois) besides Quincy,
fraternities are located in
Brussels, Springfield,
Decatur,
Edwardsville, Rock
Island, Peoria, Streator,
Teutopolis, and Bloomington.
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G ATHERINGS
by

LORRAINE KAPOLKA, SFO
ST. ANTHONY FRATERNITY, BELLE VERNON, PA

On a bus trip organized by Renee Mancini and Pat
Polachek, members of three Secular Franciscan
fraternities, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Washington, PA;
St. Alphonsis, Wheeling, WV;
P ICTURED L- TO -R:
St. Anthony, Belle Vernon, PA; along with Br. Bob Herrick,
Marty Schumacher, Al Colcombe,
and a youth group from Bishop Donahugh High School in
Terri Schumacher and Br. Bob Herrick.
Wheeling, WV; and several others, traveled to Washington,
DC January 23 and 24 to attend the Annual March for Life. It was a show of support for the protection of
human life from conception to natural death and overturning of Roe v Wade which legalized abortion on
January 22, 1973. Hundreds of thousands attend this event each year.
Preceding the March for Life, a Vigil Mass was celebrated in the packed-to-capacity, National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception Basilica. A Youth Rally and Mass was also celebrated at the DC National
Guard Armory. It was also a packed-to-capacity event which handled the overflow crowd from a packed-tocapacity Youth Rally at the Verizon Center. An estimated
thirty thousand young people participated in these two
rallies alone. Other Masses and events were held in
churches all over the area.
Along the March for Life route, which extends up
Constitution Avenue to the Supreme Court, these Secular
Franciscans and the others in the group met up with Sean
Cardinal O’Malley, a Capuchin Franciscan from the
Pittsburgh province of St. Augustine. They were also
privileged to participate in Masses which were presided
over by two other Cardinals from the Pittsburgh area;
P ICTURED L- TO -R with Sean Cardinal O'Malley:
Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Bishop of Washington, DC; and
Front Row: Rita Sukel & Mary Margaret Gorney
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Bishop of Galveston, Houston.
Back Row: Lorraine Kapolka, Br. Bob Herrick,
Enthusiasm for a 'Culture of Life' in our country is
Sean Cardinal O'Malley, Renee Mancini and
the guiding principle for this yearly pilgrimage to our
Pat Polachek.
Nation’s Capital.

Members of the H OLY A SSUMPTION F RATERNITY , F LORENCE , NJ—Saint Katherine Drexel Region—
attended a special weekend retreat entitled, “Fraternal Life”. The presenter was Anne Mulqueen, SFO
International Councilor. The retreat was held on March 11-13th at the St. Francis Retreat House in
Easton, PA.
Special thanks to fraternity minister, ROSE VIRAGH, SFO, for this submission to Fraternal Sharing.

The picture with four in a row from the left is Chris Moran, SFO, Director of Formation; Maria Schultes,
SFO, Vice Minister; Rose Viragh, SFO, Minister; and Lita Holgado, SFO, newly professed 6 June, 2010.

CONGRATULATIONS TO

APPOINTMENT

CINDY WESLEY, SFO, R EGIONAL M INISTER
AND ALL THE NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE
FRANCISCANS

BLESSED J UNIPERO SERRA R EGION
H ANS H UEMMER, SFO, R EGIONAL M INISTER
AND ALL THE NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE

FIVE F RANCISCAN M ARTYRS R EGION
K IM P APPAS, SFO, REGIONAL M INISTER
AND ALL THE NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE

Q UEEN

OF

P EACE R EGION

S HERRY S TEVENSON, SFO, R EGIONAL M INISTER
AND ALL THE NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE

CONGRATULATIONS TO J. Patrick Mendéz, SFO; former national minister of
the SFO, and current Formation Director of the Mother Cabrini Regional Fraternity,
who celebrated his 50th anniversary of profession on April 16!
Ad Multos Annos, Patrick!

S HARING

S AINT C LARE R EGION

UP—F RATERNAL

(FI)
is pleased to welcome
S R . L I L I A N E A L A M , FMM,
as the new Chief Financial Officer
(CFO). Sister brings with her a
strong financial background and a
broad experience of working within
the NGO sector. She has served in
numerous countries and speaks
several languages including Arabic,
French and Spanish. Sr. Liliane will
work out of the FI office in NY.
INTERNATIONAL

R EGIONAL R OUND

C ONGRATULATIONS
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N OTEWORTHY / S ISTER D EATH

Richard Morton, SFO, former national minister of the Secular Franciscan Order
recalled Bonnabeau who professed in his local fraternity and, after several years transferred to a fraternity
closer to his home. But the doctor had other accomplishments as well.
For example, a mountain in Antarctica is named for him!
Bonnabeau went to the Antarctic in 1960 as physician for the University of Minnesota Geological
Expedition that discovered the Jones Mountain Range. The “B ONNABEAU D OME ” is a prominent ice-covered
dome mountain rising on the west side of Gopher Glacier.
Born and raised in Valley Stream, NY, Bonnabeau obtained his medical degree from the State University
of NY medical school in 1959. He went on to earn a doctorate in surgery from the University of
Minnesota, becoming a clinical professor of surgery and participating in pioneering work in heart surgery with
Dr. C. Walton Lillehei. In his nearly 30 years in the Army, he served in a number of notable posts which
including Vietnam as chief of surgery at the 95th Evacuation Hospital (China Beach). He retired in 1994 as a
major general. After that, he went to work at the Veterans Medical Center, a job that became a passion.
“He respected the vets tremendously,” said Bonnabeau’s son Raymond. “He treated the vets with
the respect they needed and deserved. Being a doctor was a vocation for him. It wasn’t just punching
the clock. He tried to treat everybody like they were him, regardless of who you were.”

R EGIONAL R OUND U P—F RATERNAL S HARING

M AJOR G ENERAL R AYMOND C HARLES B ONNABEAU , J R ., MD, P H D, SFO,
was a tireless husband and father of four with a zeal for life. A humble, hard worker, he
served as a physician at the Minneapolis Veterans Medical Center up until his death on
February 26, 2011. He was 77. In addition to his devotion to military veterans,
Bonnabeau was a devout Catholic and Secular Franciscan who served the Saturday vigil
mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul.
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SISTER DEATH

M EMORIAL

TO

J EAN P LATZ,

SFO
by E D B OSS , SFO

L A V ERNA R EGION
S T . P ASCHAL B AYLON F RATERNITY
Throughout much of her eighty-one years, J EAN P LATZ , SFO, displayed little
ambivalence about how she wanted to integrate time and ministry opportunities into her Secular
Franciscan vocation. When she was twenty-two years old, Jean professed into the Secular Franciscan Order
at St. Francis Fraternity in Milwaukee in 1951, and in 1966 became the recipient of the National Third
Order Achievement Award.
She held the following offices and council positions: local fraternity minister, vice-minister, treasurer
and formation director. On the Provincial level Jean served as minister for three years, and as regional
representative for six years. While serving as LaVerna Region council member, she was vice-minister and
director of formation.
Jean was an inspirational member to her
local St. John Neumann Fraternity in Rhinelander,
WI. On April 11, 2011, she died at the Josephine
Haus in Rhinelander after a courageous battle
with cancer.
Throughout her Franciscan years, she gave
to community and the world; Jean Platz never
remained motionless at integrating Christ in her
life’s work. A graduate from Alverno College in
Milwaukee where she earned a nursing degree,
and she later became the recipient of the
1974 Outstanding Alumnae Award. She worked
as a nurse at Milwaukee County Hospital
(1955-1959); Milwaukee County Emergency
Hospital (1962-1963); Minh-Quy Hospital in
Kontum, South Vietnam (1964-1971); and
St Mary’s Hospital in Rhinelander as evening
supervisor and ER nurse (1972-1993).
In further education, she attended
Marquette University to become a parish nurse.
When she was seventy-six years old,
Jean called me one evening and asked if I would
be interested in replacing her as the LaVerna
Vision regional newsletter editor.
Over the phone, she gave me a little chuckle
and admitted that computer technology for
newsletter editing, writing and production was
becoming a little too advanced for her speed.

I agreed only if she mentored me through
the next few newsletter editions. “No problem,”
she answered, “I can do that.”
In the Winter of 2007, Jean wrote her final
newsletter article on the importance of ongoing
formation. At that time she was the LaVerna
region formation director and voiced concern
about what has become epidemic with many
professed SFO’s.
Her article titled, "Too Busy" addressed the
often-heard excuses members gave concerning
attendance or regular participation at the
monthly meetings, days of reflection, retreat,
apostolate, and socials.
“In our day and age,” Jean wrote, “it seems
that everyone is so busy. Maybe it’s time to
re-evaluate our lives and determine what’s
important and urgent. We need to put off or leave
undone many things, and birth that radical
interior change in which we are called.”
Perhaps she was saying that her 60-years
of Franciscan journey would be just as
fulfilling for the “too busy” members as it had
been for a large-hearted spirit as Jean Platz.
Her courage and persistence to press on was
rewarding to all who met her and wish to
exemplify her fine Franciscan Way.
(Continued on page 37)

S ISTER D EATH
Jean was a wonderful Secular Franciscan and served the SFO and our Capuchin Province for many years.
She was a valiant and dedicated Secular and remained involved with the SFO until just recently, serving as the
Regional Formation minister for LaVerna region. As we said with some truth—it took five members to replace
her—ie our regional formation team of five who took over when Jean could no longer do it. She remained a
Formation director Emeritus until her death.
FR. LESTER BACH, OFM CAP
CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS—PRESIDENT-IN-TURN

May she pray for us as we honor her memory.
MARIE AMORE, SFO

S HARING

What a glorious time to
be there—to be able to join
the heavenly choir as they
sing the praises of the Risen
Lord. She is welcomed home
by our Brother Francis and
Sister Clare.

In our serving the SFO at whatever level we do, we are so privileged to
meet some rare, dedicated, hardworking, loving and I will say “HOLY” people.
Jean Ann Platz was one of those. You can read all her self-giving
accomplishments in the opposite page, I was in awe of her total self-giving.
She told us stories of being bombed out of the hospital where she worked in
Vietnam.
I marveled at her going to Liberia as a substitute for a nurse who
needed a vacation. Beyond all the beautiful work Jean Ann did for the sick
and poor, I came to know her kindness to me, personally. After
regionalization, we would meet at various SFO gatherings, National and
Regional. She was an example of true dedication. Jean Ann Platz was, and is
someone that the SFO can point to with pride as being one of us.

UP—F RATERNAL

Jean had suffered with
illness these past few years—
I must say very quietly. She
never complained or was she
one to feel sorry for her self.
Jean will be remembered as
one who ran the race and ran
it very well. She is finished
and now enters her eternal
reward. Jean is with our Lord
Jesus in heaven.

R EGIONAL R OUND

(Continued from page 36)

NAFRA—MINISTER OF VOCATIONS

I remember Jean from the “early” Province days. I also ran across her
name while researching our (SFO) history.
She was a “HOLY” lady, who served God well.
BILL WICKS, SFO

REGIONAL MINISTER
LAVERNA REGION

NATIONAL SFO HISTORIAN
FORMER NATIONAL SFO MINISTER

CAROLE AMARAL, SFO
It is with sadness that I
share the news of the death of
C ARO LE A MA RA L, S F O , in
St. John's Arizona on April 27th.
Her daughter and son were with her,
and she received communion
and the sacraments before leaving
our world.

Carole will be remembered for her outgoing personality.
She was instrumental in the establishment of the first Region:
Ohana O Ke Anuenue. She was the first Regional Minister. She and
Ken planned and carried out the wonderful Hawaiian Franciscan
Experience in 1994. She and Ken exemplified the Hawaiian spirit of
"Welcome." Frances and I experienced it first hand. Carole will be
rejoined with Ken, who will, perhaps, greet her with a heavenly lei
and the heavenly Hawaiian sign. Rest in peace my dear friend!

It would be a year in May that
her husband, Kenneth Amaral
passed away. She told me each time
we spoke that she would soon be
with Kenneth. May she and Ken rest
in peace and love with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
CHARLOTTE COLLORD, SFO

BILL WICKS, SFO, NATIONAL SFO HISTORIAN

REGIONAL MINISTER
OHANA 'O KE ANUENUE REGION

FORMER NATIONAL SFO MINISTER

As Bill mentioned, I, too, have very fond memories of that
Franciscan Family Gathering so many years ago in that eternal
garden of Hawaii. The generosity of Carol and the Franciscan
Community there was one of the finest examples of family.
It will always be a memory of great joy because of the people who
made it so.
KEN BEATTIE, SFO
REGIONAL MINISTER, LAVERNA REGION

R EGIONAL R OUND U P—F RATERNAL S HARING

KEN BEATTIE, SFO
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N A TI O N A L F R A TE R N I T Y ( N A F R A ) W E B S I T E :
http://www.nafra-sfo.org
T A U - U S A N E W S L E T TE R W E B S I T E :
nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa.html
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Manalapan, NJ 07726
TauUsaEditor@aol.com
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Spiritual Assistant
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F ACEBOOK . COM :
Secular Franciscans - Nafra, USA
I NTERESTED I N B ECOMING A S ECULAR F RANCISCAN ?
IN THE U.S. — CALL: 1-800-F R A N C I S
E- MAIL :
sfovocations@gmail.com

R OBERT H ERBELIN , SFO
Nat’l Database Administrator
1933 Tudor Dr.
San Jacinto, CA 92583
rherbelin@juno.com

R ANDY H EINZ , SFO
Subscription Coordinator
810 Steffanich Drive
Billings, MT 59105
randyheinz@gmail.com

CALL FOR ARTICLES
Wherever you
St Francis at work
lives, and in your
hear from you.

see the spirit of
in the world, in your
hearts—we want to
Come Share With Us.

TAU-USA is published quarterly by the National
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order in the United
States. It is free to all professed members.
• If you wish to receive a printed copy of TAU-USA, please

send your name, complete address, and e-mail to:
National Database Administrator, Robert Herbelin, SFO,
at the above address. Please notify Bob when you have
a change in address, phone, e-mail address, or
membership status.
• For subscriptions contact Randy Heinz, SFO,

All articles for our
Fall issue must
be received by:

Subscriptions Coordinator, at the above address.
Domestic subscriptions are $ 4.00/year (4 issues)
Canadian, $ 6.00; Foreign, $15.00

O CTOBER 15, 2011

• The right to copy all material printed in TAU-USA is

granted provided you credit TAU-USA and author.
• Articles received may not be published in the upcoming

S UBMISSIONS:
E-MAIL:

TauUsaEditor@aol.com

Please write TAU-USA in the subject line.
MAIL:

Anna P. Geraci, SFO
Editor—TAU-USA
161-B Cross Slope Ct.
Manalapan, NJ 07726

issue. Consideration is given for publication in a future
issue. Articles may be edited for length and clarity.
• When submitting articles for publication consideration,

please state fraternity name and location, region, as
well as your own name and address.
• All photos, disks and original art will be returned upon

publication completion. TAU-USA does not accept ads.

